NORTH DEVON MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION

HELD AT NORTH DEVON COLLEGE 3rd DECEMBER 2008

________________________________________________________________________

PRESENT:
J Jewell, L Davis, G Tucker, Tony Rusbridge, Phil Halse 

APOLOGIES:
Y Coles, Steve Wright, Sami Caglar

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:
Agreed as a correct record.

CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME:  
J Jewell welcomed Maureen Bennett, past president of the Barnstaple Chamber of Commerce, as a new committee member.

MATTERS ARISING:

Big Breakfast at the Cedars on 19th November sponsored by Clydesdale Bank was very successful with 21 members attending.  G Tucker has added the interesting presentations to our website for members who could not attend.

Awards Evening will be 11th March 2009 at the Cedars and to have similar format as last year.  J Jewell has arranged for banners and the committee decided on the design they thought most appropriate.

G Tucker reported back that the North Devon + Awards Evening was an excellent event with approximately 200 people attending.  L Davis thanked Godfrey for organizing the NDMA attendees.  The money for the 4 tickets we were unable to use has been donated to the ND Hospice.

David Parlby and Liz Davis have been trying to make contact in relation to how we can progress our partnership with the Plymouth Chamber.  Liz Davis will continue to try and find a convenient time to speak with him.

MEMBERSHIP AND FINANCE

L Davis updated the committee on the current situation.  

FUTURE EVENTS

21st January 2009 is a joint NDMA/SWMAS event at the North Devon College.  5.30 p.m. AGM, 6.00 p.m. Buffet with SWMAS starting at 6.30 p.m.

Format for the evening:

4.30 p.m.
Phil Halse to set up room

5.30 p.m.
AGM

6.00 p.m.
Buffet

6.30 p.m.
SWMAS – interactive activities in relation to support and training, working with apprentices and possible lean simulation.

	ACTION:  L Davis to invite members


Mid February 2009 – Jaguar visit.  This will be initially aimed at our member’s apprentices but will be open to all members.  This will have a small cost to individuals but will be subsidized by the NDMA to ensure costs are kept low.  Jaguar can accommodate 40 people and the tour start at 10.00. a.m. and 1 p.m.  We are also investigating whether we can incorporate a visit to a supplier of Jaguar as well.

March 2009 - J Jewell is meeting with Linda Middleton-Jones on Friday to continue with the planning for our Awards Evening.  Blue Arrow will be our sponsor next year.  Sami Caglar of SFL has kindly donated £250 toward our Red Letter raffle for charity.  Dermott packaging will kindly provide boxes for the awards.

RETENTION AND RECRUITMENT

There was a discussion around companies who may be approached to ask if they would like to be part of the NDMA.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

J Jewell reported that the NDCCI accounts are now closed and it is expected that the NDMA will receive £900 of returned membership fees.

The NDMA has been approached by John Amery from Fresh Energy in respect of bulk buying of energy by our members which could give substantial savings.  It was agreed that we would forward this information to our members via our minutes but stating that, as an organization we were not in a position to recommend them.  We would hope that any members interested would investigate and decide for themselves individually if this was something they would find worthwhile for their own businesses.

J Jewell is waiting to hear from Bob Boothby from Dial Associates about “Dial Green” and whether this may be of interest to our members.

G Tucker now has Google web stats up and running on our website.  He will feed back at the next meeting how many hits we are receiving.

	ACTION:  G Tucker to report back on Google stats




DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Wednesday 7th January 2009 at North Devon College – CPD Suite

. 

