NORTH DEVON MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION

HELD AT NORTH DEVON COLLEGE 5TH NOVEMBER 2008

________________________________________________________________________

PRESENT:
J Jewell, L Davis, G Tucker, Steve Wright, Tony Rusbridge, Sami Caglar

APOLOGIES:
Y Coles, Phil Halse

MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:
Agreed as a correct record.

CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME:  
J Jewell welcomed 2 new committee members, Steve Wright – Simon Plastics and Sami Caglar – SFL.

MATTERS ARISING:

The visit to Babcock Marine on 29th October was a great success and very interesting.  The apprentices who attended found the visit very useful.

Big Breakfast will be at the Cedars on 19th November sponsored by Clydesdale Bank.

Awards Evening on 11th March 2009 to have similar format as last year.

David Parlby’s to be contacted in relation to how we can progress our partnership with the Plymouth Chamber.

	ACTION:  L Davis to write and thank Andy Hamilton of Babcock Marine

                   J Jewell to arrange for banners to be made up – one specifically with awards on and a general   

                  NDMA one.

                  L Davis to contact David Parlby.


MEMBERSHIP AND FINANCE

L Davis updated the committee on the current situation.  

RETENTION AND RECRUITMENT

We have two new members, MacDemott Packaging Solutions of Barnstaple and Swallowfield based in Bideford.

FUTURE EVENTS

19th November 2008 – Free Big Breakfast sponsored by Clydsdale bank with law and accountancy speakers (of particular interest in the current “credit crunch”).

28th November 2008 – North Devon + First Business Awards Evening at Castle Hill,Filleigh.  NDMA has booked a table and is looking for 10 members to attend at no cost to themselves.

	ACTION:  L Davis to request names to attend the North Devon + Awards evening.


21/28 January 2009 is planned for a joint NDMA/SWMAS event at the North Devon College.  5.30 p.m. AGM, 6.00 p.m. Buffet with SWMAS starting the proceedings at 6.30 p.m.

Mid February 2009 – Jaguar visit.  This will be initially aimed at our member’s apprentices but will be open to all members.  This will have a small cost to individuals but will be subsidized by the NDMA to ensure costs are kept low.

March 2009 - J Jewell has met with Linda Middleton-Jones and started planning for our Awards Evening.  Blue Arrow will be our sponsor next year.

We are looking for raffle prizes that offer experiences like last year and the committee hopes that local companies will be able to support the NDMA again.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

There was a general discussion on the objectives of the NDMA.  These being, to give an opportunity for networking and also enabling companies to share good practice.  It was agreed that factory visits offer excellent 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Wednesday 3rd December 2008 at North Devon College – CPD Suite

. 

