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CHAIN Innovation Project

outline project summary

What is it?

This is a 12 month project which brings together 10 economic development organisations across the UK, Brittany and Normandy to share experiences and best practices in supporting growing and innovative businesses in order to inform future support programmes. 

The project is part-funded by the European Regional Development Fund through the Interreg IVA Programme, which seeks to strengthen economic and social cohesion in the European Union by promoting cross-border, trans-national and interregional co-operation.

Partners in the project are:

· Agence de Developpement Industriel du Tregor (Brittany)

·  Association Rennes Atalante (Brittany)
· Devon & Cornwall Business Council
· inno TSD – CAP ENTREPRISES (Brittany)
· Isle of Wight Economic Partnership
· North Devon+

· PST Le Havre (Normandy)
· Synergia (Normandy)
· Tamar Science Park
· Zoopole Developpement (Brittany)
Objectives (adapted from project application)
The main aim is to create a network of business centres, incubators, business hubs, business innovation centres and science parks in the French and English Channel territory, with the objective of improving mutual knowledge and understanding on both sides of the Channel. 
The project will focus on relevant business support ‘actors’ that exist and the variety of business support programmes and infrastructures that have been developed to encourage start-ups and to develop fast growth and young businesses. Key priorities and outputs of the project will also be to identify new services that can be developed to support SMEs, and to help make trading connections between growth SMEs on both sides of the Channel.

The project will create and support a network of business centres, technopoles and science parks involved with start-up programmes within ten eligible territories: 
· Côtes d’Armor and Ille-et-Vilaine (Bretagne)
· Calvados et Seine-Maritime (Basse et Haute Normandie)
· Isle of Wight, Southampton and Hampshire (South East England)
· Plymouth, Devon and Cornwall (South West England).

Following an evaluation of the results of this CHAIN project, a more detailed and ambitious follow up project CHAIN 2 (focusing on the same partners but also companies themselves) will be prepared and submitted. This is planned to be submitted in February 2011 (submission of pre-project form). It would be also be possible to consider broadening the CHAIN 2 partnership based on the results of CHAIN.
